
- We are not a perfect church 
 -We are not a perfect people 

 -We are here because we know we need 
God’s help and He has provided this help 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
CFF exists to Know Christ and to make Him 

Known! 



Living the Faith 
•  Are you spending at least 5 minutes a day at 

least 5 days a week reading your Bible? 
• Have you shared your conversion story/or a 

God story? 
•  Are you hearing what the Spirit is saying? 
•  Did you spend some alone time with God 

this week? 



Matthew 14:22-30 
22  Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into 
the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had 
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by 
himself to pray. Later that night, he was there 
alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable 
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because 
the wind was against it. 25 Shortly before dawn 
Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  



26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, 
they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 
cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to 
them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28 
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come 
to you on the water.” 29 “Come,” he said. Then 
Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the 
water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
 



24 “the boat was… buffeted by the waves because 
the wind was against it.” 
27 But Jesus Immediately said to them: “Take 
courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
30 But when he (Peter) saw the wind, he was afraid 
and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
•  The wind was there all along! 
•  Jesus told them not to be afraid! 
•  Didn’t Peter know how to swim? (he was a 

fisherman) – The wind was already there?!! 



•  How often do we let fear rob us of victory in 
our walk with God? 

•  God’s plan for the believers life is not one of 
fear & defeat but of victory! 

1 John 5:4-5 
4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. 
This is the victory that has overcome the world, 
even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the 
world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God. 



Matthew 8:23-27 

23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples 
followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm 
came up on the lake, so that the waves swept 
over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The 
disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, 
save us! We’re going to drown!” 26 He replied, 
“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”… 



…Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the 
waves, and it was completely calm. 27 The men 
were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is 
this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!” 

•  In this account, & Peter walking on the water, we 
find Jesus challenging His followers to step up in 
their faith and be overcomers! 

•  We see His EXPECTATION to believe above and 
beyond natural law! 

•  His expectation is in the spiritual world as well.  



Mark 9:17-29 
17 A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I 
brought you my son, who is possessed by a 
spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 
Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the 
ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his 
teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples 
to drive out the spirit, but they could not.” 19 
“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied,  



“how long shall I stay with you? How long 
shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 
20 So they brought him. When the spirit saw 
Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled 
around, foaming at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked 
the boy’s father, “How long has he been like 
this?” “From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It 
has often thrown him into fire or water to kill 



him. But if you can do anything, take pity on 
us and help us.” 23 “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. 
“Everything is possible for one who believes.” 
24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I 
do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” 
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running 
to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. 
“You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I 
command you, come out of him and never 



enter him again.” 26 The spirit shrieked, 
convulsed him violently and came out. The 
boy looked so much like a corpse that many 
said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by 
the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he 
stood up. 28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t 
we drive it out?” 29 He replied, “This kind 
can come out only by prayer (and fasting).” 



•  The Faith to live above and beyond comes from 
the relationship we have with God! The time in 
prayer/fasting/studying the word = building the 
relationship that gives us faith! (Our 
accountability questions) 

•  Jesus was never wanting His followers to believe 
for the sake of miracles – just believe!!! 

•  His rebukes were simply based in “God is real – 
why don’t you just believe?” 

•  In the moment of truth our true faith is revealed! 



Luke 17:3-6 
3“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke 
them; and if they repent, forgive them. 4 Even if 
they sin against you seven times in a day and seven 
times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must 
forgive them.”5 The apostles said to the Lord, 
“Increase our faith!” 6 He replied, “If you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to 
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,’ and it will obey you. 



Action Steps 
•  Where in your life are you allowing fear to keep 

you from living in victory? ($, Relationships, etc) 
•  Will you take a stand this morning and simply 

believe beyond the natural barriers! 
•  Starting today will you begin to develop a 

stronger relationship with God through prayer 
and fasting?  

Luke 12:32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your 
Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  


