
- We are not a perfect church 
 -We are not a perfect people 

 -We are here because we know we need 
God’s help and He has provided this help 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 



 
 



Accountability Questions 
•  Did you spend at least 5 minutes a day – at least 5 

days last week reading/hearing the Bible? 
•  Did you share a God story with someone this week? 
•  Did you spend time alone with God this week? 
•  Do you know what the Holy Spirit is saying to you? 
•  Are you giving as God has asked you to give? 
•  Did you invite someone to church with you this week 

(giving out a Come Join Us card)? 



•  Today is the First Sunday of Advent = “HOPE” 
Nehemiah 2 Early the following spring, in the month of 
Nisan, during the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign, I 
was serving the king his wine. I had never before appeared 
sad in his presence. 2 So the king asked me, “Why are you 
looking so sad? You don’t look sick to me. You must be 
deeply troubled.” Then I was terrified, 3 but I replied,  



“Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city 
where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and the gates have 
been destroyed by fire.” 4 The king asked, “Well, how can I 
help you?” With a prayer to the God of heaven, 5 I replied, 
“If it please the king, and if you are pleased with me, your 
servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where my 
ancestors are buried.” 6 The king, with the queen sitting 
beside him, asked, “How long will you be gone? When will 
you return?” After I told him how long I would be gone, the 
king agreed to my request. 7 I also said to the king, “If it 
please the king, let me have letters addressed to the governors 
of the province west of the Euphrates River,  



instructing them to let me travel safely through their 
territories on my way to Judah. 8 And please give me a letter 
addressed to Asaph, the manager of the king’s forest, 
instructing him to give me timber. I will need it to make 
beams for the gates of the Temple fortress, for the city walls, 
and for a house for myself.” And the king granted these 
requests, because the gracious hand of God was on me. 9 
When I came to the governors of the province west of the 
Euphrates River, I delivered the king’s letters to them. The 
king, I should add, had sent along army officers and 
horsemen to protect me. 



Romans 12 1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with 
you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for 
you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will 
find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t 
copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which 
is good and pleasing and perfect. 3 Because of the privilege 
and authority God has given me, I give each of you this 
warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be 
honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring 
yourselves by the faith God has given us. 4 Just as our bodies 



have many parts and each part has a special function, 5 so it 
is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we 
all belong to each other. 6 In his grace, God has given us 
different gifts for doing certain things well. So, if God has 
given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much 
faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is serving others, 
serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well.8 If your gift 
is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give 
generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the 
responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing 
kindness to others, do it gladly. 



9 When I came to the governors of the province west of the 
Euphrates River, I delivered the king’s letters to them. The 
king, I should add, had sent along army officers and 
horsemen to protect me. 10 But when Sanballat the Horonite 
and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard of my arrival, they 
were very displeased that someone had come to help the 
people of Israel. 11 So I arrived in Jerusalem. Three days 
later, 12 I slipped out during the night, taking only a few others 
with me. I had not told anyone about the plans God had put in 
my heart for Jerusalem. We took no pack animals with us 
except the donkey I was riding. 13 After dark I went out 
through the 
 
 



Valley Gate, past the Jackal’s Well, and over to the Dung 
Gate to inspect the broken walls and burned gates. 14 Then I 
went to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but my 
donkey couldn’t get through the rubble. 15 So, though it was 
still dark, I went up the Kidron Valley instead, inspecting the 
wall before I turned back and entered again at the Valley 
Gate. 
  



Action Steps 
•  Do you know Jesus as your personal Savior? 
•  What are you doing with/for Jesus? 
•  Have you allowed the discouraging voice of the enemy to 

stop you from doing what God has asked you to do? 
•  Wait for God to open the door and walk in boldly, by faith, 

expecting God to do His work through you. 


