
Malachi 1 7 “You have shown contempt by offering defiled 
sacrifices on my altar. “Then you ask, ‘How have we defiled 
the sacrifices?’ “You defile them by saying the altar of the 
Lord deserves no respect. 8 When you give blind animals as 
sacrifices, isn’t that wrong? And isn’t it wrong to offer 
animals that are crippled and diseased? Try giving gifts like 
that to your governor, and see how pleased he is!” says the 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 9 “Go ahead, beg God to be 
merciful to you! But when you bring that kind of offering, 
why should he show you any favor at all?” asks the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. 10 “How I wish one of you would shut the 
Temple doors so that these worthless sacrifices could not be  



offered! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies, “and I will not accept your offerings.” 
Malachi 3 1 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will 
prepare the way before me. Then the Lord you are seeking 
will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the 
covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” 
says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
 
 



Luke 1 17 He will be a man with the spirit and power of 
Elijah. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. 
He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he 
will cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom of 
the godly.” 
Luke 1 11 While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the incense 
altar. 12 Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear 
when he saw him. 13 But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, 
Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, 
will give you a son, and you are to name him John.  
 



Luke 1 18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure 
this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife is also 
well along in years.” 19 Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I 
stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to 
bring you this good news! 20 But now, since you didn’t 
believe what I said, you will be silent and unable to speak 
until the child is born. For my words will certainly be 
fulfilled at the proper time.” 21 Meanwhile, the people were 
waiting for Zechariah to come out of the sanctuary, 
wondering why he was taking so long.  



22 When he finally did come out, he couldn’t speak to them. 
Then they realized from his gestures and his silence that he 
must have seen a vision in the sanctuary. 
 



Luke 1 57 When it was time for Elizabeth’s baby to be born, 
she gave birth to a son. 58 And when her neighbors and 
relatives heard that the Lord had been very merciful to her, 
everyone rejoiced with her. 59 When the baby was eight days 
old, they all came for the circumcision ceremony. They 
wanted to name him Zechariah, after his father. 60 But 
Elizabeth said, “No! His name is John!” 61 “What?” they 
exclaimed. “There is no one in all your family by that 
name.” 62 So they used gestures to ask the baby’s father what 
he wanted to name him. 63 He motioned for a writing tablet, 
and to everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 
Instantly Zechariah could speak again, and he began praising 



God. 65 Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news 
of what had happened spread throughout the Judean hills. 66 
Everyone who heard about it reflected on these events and 
asked, “What will this child turn out to be?” For the hand of 
the Lord was surely upon him in a special way. 
 
Matthew 21 23 When Jesus returned to the Temple and began 
teaching, the leading priests and elders came up to him. They 
demanded, “By what authority are you doing all these things? 
Who gave you the right?” 24 “I’ll tell you by what authority I 
do these things if you answer one question,” Jesus replied. 
 



25 “Did John’s authority to baptize come from heaven, or 
was it merely human?” They talked it over among 
themselves. “If we say it was from heaven, he will ask us 
why we didn’t believe John. 26 But if we say it was merely 
human, we’ll be mobbed because the people believe John 
was a prophet.” 27 So they finally replied, “We don’t know.” 
And Jesus responded, “Then I won’t tell you by what 
authority I do these things.” 



Action Steps 
•  As we listen today – What Truth has God revealed to you – 

through His word and yet you are doubting or trying to 
dismiss it? 

•  The Political, Social, Health, or Economic condition of our 
country does NOT dictate, nor does it change, God’s 
message of Hope, which = Jesus 

•  Do you Trust God’s Promises today, in spite of, whatever 
Political, Social, Health, and Economic condition is 
coming? 


