
• Did you spend at least 5 minutes a day – at least 5 days last week 
reading/hearing the Bible? 

• Did you share Jesus with someone this week? (Have you shared 
with everyone in your circle of influence your Jesus story?) 

• Did you spend time alone with God this week? (no agenda) 
• Do you know what the Holy Spirit is saying to you? 
• Are you giving as God has asked you to give? (T, T, R) 
• Did you invite someone to church with you this week? 

Sermon Notes 
James 1 2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come 
your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that 
when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let 
it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect 
and complete, needing nothing. 

Nehemiah 4 10 Then the people of Judah began to complain, “The 
workers are getting tired, and there is so much rubble to be moved. We 
will never be able to build the wall by ourselves.” 11 Meanwhile, our 
enemies were saying, “Before they know what’s happening, we will 
swoop down on them and kill them and end their work.” 12 The Jews 
who lived near the enemy came and told us again and again, “They will 
come from all directions and attack us!” 13 So I placed armed guards 
behind the lowest parts of the wall in the exposed areas. I stationed the 
people to stand guard by families, armed with swords, spears, and bows. 
14 Then as I looked over the situation, I called together the nobles and 
the rest of the people and said to them, “Don’t be afraid of the enemy! 
Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious, and fight for your 
brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes!” 
15 When our enemies heard that we knew of their plans and that God 
had frustrated them, we all returned to our work on the wall. 16 But 
from then on, only half my men worked while the other half stood guard 
with spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. The leaders stationed 
themselves behind the people of Judah 17 who were building the wall. 
The laborers carried on their work with one hand supporting their load 
and one hand holding a weapon. 18 All the builders had a sword belted 



to their side. The trumpeter stayed with me to sound the alarm. 19 Then I 
explained to the nobles and officials and all the people, “The work is 
very spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the 
wall. 20 When you hear the blast of the trumpet, rush to wherever it is 
sounding. Then our God will fight for us!” 

John 16 33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. 
Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, 
because I have overcome the world.” 

Ephesians 6 10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power. 11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand 
firm against all strategies of the  devil. 12 For we are not fighting against 
flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the 
unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil 
spirits in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s 
armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then 
after the battle you will still be standing firm. 

Actions Steps 
• Have you repented, accepting Jesus as your Savior? 
• Warrior or Whiner – You have a choice to make – you will either 

put on the armor and stand firm in the Lord’s strength experiencing 
God’s victory – OR 

• You will cower and whine about the opportunities/ challenges you 
are facing – giving glory to the enemy and living defeated – which 
will you be? 


