Sermon Notes

1 John 1 7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love
comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows
God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is
love.

1 Corinthians 13 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of
angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all
of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such
faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be
nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my
body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have
gained nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or
boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not
irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice
about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never
gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every
circumstance.

John 3 16 “For this i1s how God loved the world: He gave his one and
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life.

Luke 6 27 “But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your
enemies! Do good to those who hate you. 28 Bless those who curse you.
Pray for those who hurt you.”

Acts 6 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place
of honor at God’s right hand. 56 And he told them, “Look, I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at
God’s right hand!” 57 Then they put their hands over their ears and
began shouting. They rushed at him 58 and dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him. His accusers took off their coats and laid them



at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 As they stoned him, Stephen
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 He fell to his knees,
shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, he
died.

1 Corinthians 11 23 ... On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord
Jesus took some bread 24 and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it
in pieces and said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, he took the cup of wine after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant between God and his
people—an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do this in
remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” 26 For every time you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until
he comes again. 27 So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of
the Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning against the body and blood of
the Lord. 28 That is why you should examine yourself before eating the
bread and drinking the cup. 29 For if you eat the bread or drink the cup
without honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s
judgment upon yourself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and sick
and some have even died. 31 But if we would examine ourselves, we
would not be judged by God in this way.

Action Steps

* Have you personally experienced the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love
of God that is only available through a relationship with Jesus
Christ?

* As we take communion this morning — take a moment to examine
yourself, your relationship with God, your forgiveness — your
forgiveness of others, your forgiveness of self

* When your heart is clear — please receive the Communion



