
We are Not a perfect Church 
We are Not a Perfect People 

We are here because we Know we need God’s Help 
We know He has provided that help through Jesus Christ 

 

• 1 Corinthians 1:17-2:2 
 
For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News—and not with 
clever speech, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose its power. 
 
18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But 
we who are being saved know it is the very power of God. 19 As the Scriptures say, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the intelligence of the 
intelligent.” 20 So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the 
world’s brilliant debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look 
foolish. 21 Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him 
through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who 
believe. 22 It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish 
to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom. 23 So when we preach that Christ was 
crucified, the Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense. 24 But to 
those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25 This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of 
human plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength. 
26 Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world’s 
eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. 27 Instead, God chose things the 
world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he 
chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful. 28 God chose 
things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to 
bring to nothing what the world considers important. 29 As a result, no one can 



ever boast in the presence of God. 30 God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our 
benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he 
made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. 31 Therefore, as the Scriptures 
say, “If you want to boast, boast only about the Lord.”  
 
2 When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and 
impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I decided that while I was 
with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was 
crucified. 

• 1 Corinthians 8:1-2 – Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of 
us possess knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone 
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know.

• 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 –  When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters,[j] I 
didn’t use lofty words and impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I 
decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, 
the one who was crucified.

• 2 Corinthians 7:1 – Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse 
ourselves from everything that can defile our body or spirit. And let us work 
toward complete holiness because we fear God.

• Luke 9:23 – “Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, 
you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me.”

• Philippians 3:8 – “Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the 
infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 
everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ”

In the old rugged Cross, stain'd with blood so divine 
A wondrous beauty I see 
For the dear Lamb of God, left his Glory above 
To pardon and sanctify me 
 
So I'll cherish the old rugged Cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2520Corinthians%25201-2&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28356j


I will cling to the old rugged Cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown

Action Steps 
• What step do you need to take today to deepen your relationship with Jesus? 
• Spend time in prayer, asking God to lead you into a life of humble love, intimate 

relationship, simplicity, and full surrender. 


