Sermon Notes Feb 15, 2026

Matthew 9 9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named
Matthew sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my
disciple,” Jesus said to him. So, Matthew got up and followed him. 10
Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner
guests, along with many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. 11
But when the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does
your teacher eat with such scum?” 12 When Jesus heard this, he said,
“Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.” 13 Then he
added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to
show mercy, not offer sacrifices.” For I have come to call not those who
think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”

Matthew S 41 If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a
mile, carry it two miles.

Luke 8 26 So they arrived in the region of the Gerasenes, across the lake
from Galilee. 27 As Jesus was climbing out of the boat, a man who was
possessed by demons came out to meet him. For a long time he had been
homeless and naked, living in the tombs outside the town. 28 As soon as
he saw Jesus, he shrieked and fell down in front of him. Then he
screamed, “Why are you interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? Please, I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had
already commanded the evil[d] spirit to come out of him. This spirit had
often taken control of the man. Even when he was placed under guard
and put in chains and shackles, he simply broke them and rushed out
into the wilderness, completely under the demon’s power. 30 Jesus
demanded, “What is your name?” “Legion,” he replied, for he was filled
with many demons. 31 The demons kept begging Jesus not to send them
into the bottomless pit. 32 There happened to be a large herd of pigs
feeding on the hillside nearby, and the demons begged him to let them
enter into the pigs. So, Jesus gave them permission. 33 Then the demons


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%25208&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25243d

came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the entire herd plunged
down the steep hillside into the lake and drowned. 34 When the
herdsmen saw it, they fled to the nearby town and the surrounding
countryside, spreading the news as they ran. 35 People rushed out to see
what had happened. A crowd soon gathered around Jesus, and they saw
the man who had been freed from the demons. He was sitting at Jesus’
feet, fully clothed and perfectly sane, and they were all afraid. 36 Then
those who had seen what happened told the others how the demon-
possessed man had been healed. 37 And all the people in the region of
the Gerasenes begged Jesus to go away and leave them alone, for a great
wave of fear swept over them. So, Jesus returned to the boat and left,
crossing back to the other side of the lake. 38 The man who had been
freed from the demons begged to go with him. But Jesus sent him home,
saying, 39 “No, go back to your family, and tell them everything God
has done for you.” So, he went all through the town proclaiming the
great things Jesus had done for him.

Acts 22 3 Then Paul said, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia,
and I was brought up and educated here in Jerusalem under Gamaliel. As
his student, I was carefully trained in our Jewish laws and customs. I
became very zealous to honor God in everything I did, just like all of
you today. 4 And I persecuted the followers of the Way, hounding some
to death, arresting both men and women and throwing them in

prison. 5 The high priest and the whole council of elders can testify that
this is so. For I received letters from them to our Jewish brothers in
Damascus, authorizing me to bring the followers of the Way from there
to Jerusalem, in chains, to be punished. 6 “As I was on the road,
approaching Damascus about noon, a very bright light from heaven
suddenly shone down around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 8 ““Who are
you, lord?’ I asked. “And the voice replied, ‘I am Jesus the Nazarene, the
one you are persecuting.” 9 The people with me saw the light but didn’t
understand the voice speaking to me. 10 “I asked, ‘What should I do,



Lord?’ “And the Lord told me, ‘Get up and go into Damascus, and there
you will be told everything you are to do.” 11 “I was blinded by the
intense light and had to be led by the hand to Damascus by my
companions. 12 A man named Ananias lived there. He was a godly man,
deeply devoted to the law, and well regarded by all the Jews of
Damascus. 13 He came and stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul,
regain your sight.” And that very moment I could see him! 14 “Then he
told me, ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and
to see the Righteous One and hear him speak. 15 For you are to be his
witness, telling everyone what you have seen and heard. 16 What are
you waiting for? Get up and be baptized. Have your sins washed away
by calling on the name of the Lord.’

James 2 19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one
God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in
terror.

Action Steps
* Are you a Born Again — life transformed follower of Jesus Christ?
* Are you living in darkness and feel as though you cannot be set
free? No matter your current or former spiritual practices in
spiritual darkness you are NOT out of the reach or power of God
* Is your relationship with God the Father — The Son — and The Holy
Spirit - religious - or a daily living relationship?



