
Sermon Notes July 19, 2026 

John 7 14 Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the 
Temple and began to teach. 15 The people were surprised when they 
heard him. “How does he know so much when he hasn’t been trained?” 
they asked. 16 So Jesus told them, “My message is not my own; it 
comes from God who sent me. 17 Anyone who wants to do the will of 
God will know whether my teaching is from God or is merely my 
own. 18 Those who speak for themselves want glory only for 
themselves, but a person who seeks to honor the one who sent him 
speaks truth, not lies.  

-Who He was:  

Acts 22 1 “Brothers and esteemed fathers,” Paul said, “listen to me as I 
offer my defense.” 2 When they heard him speaking in their own 
language, the silence was even greater. 3 Then Paul said, “I am a Jew, 
born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, and I was brought up and educated here 
in Jerusalem under Gamaliel. As his student, I was carefully trained in 
our Jewish laws and customs. I became very zealous to honor God in 
everything I did, just like all of you today. 4 And I persecuted the 
followers of the Way, hounding some to death, arresting both men and 
women and throwing them in prison. 5 The high priest and the whole 
council of elders can testify that this is so. For I received letters from 
them to our Jewish brothers in Damascus, authorizing me to bring the 
followers of the Way from there to Jerusalem, in chains, to be punished. 

-What Changed him: 
6 “As I was on the road, approaching Damascus about noon, a very 
bright light from heaven suddenly shone down around me. 7 I fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?’ 
8 “‘Who are you, lord?’ I asked. “And the voice replied, ‘I am Jesus the 
Nazarene, the one you are persecuting.’ 9 The people with me saw the 
light but didn’t understand the voice speaking to me. 10 “I asked, ‘What 



should I do, Lord?’ “And the Lord told me, ‘Get up and go into 
Damascus, and there you will be told everything you are to do.’ 
11 “I was blinded by the intense light and had to be led by the hand to 
Damascus by my companions.  
-Who he is now: 
12 A man named Ananias lived there. He was a godly man, deeply 
devoted to the law, and well regarded by all the Jews of Damascus. 13 
He came and stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, regain your sight.’ 
And that very moment I could see him! 14 “Then he told me, ‘The God 
of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the 
Righteous One and hear him speak. 15 For you are to be his witness, 
telling everyone what you have seen and heard. 16 What are you waiting 
for? Get up and be baptized. Have your sins washed away by calling on 
the name of the Lord.’ 

1 Timothy 1 15 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should 
accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am 
the worst of them all. 16 But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus 
could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even the 
worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him 
and receive eternal life. 17 All honor and glory to God forever and ever! 
He is the eternal King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. 
Amen. 

-Who He was: 
Daniel 4 24 “‘This is what the dream means, Your Majesty, and what the 
Most High has declared will happen to my lord the king. 25 You will be 
driven from human society, and you will live in the fields with the wild 
animals. You will eat grass like a cow, and you will be drenched with the 
dew of heaven. Seven periods of time will pass while you live this way, 
until you learn that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world 
and gives them to anyone he chooses. 26 But the stump and roots of the 



tree were left in the ground. This means that you will receive your 
kingdom back again when you have learned that heaven rules. 
27 “‘King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept my advice. Stop sinning and 
do what is right. Break from your wicked past and be merciful to the 
poor. Perhaps then you will continue to prosper.’ 
-What Changed Him: 
28 “But all these things did happen to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve 
months later he was taking a walk on the flat roof of the royal palace in 
Babylon. 30 As he looked out across the city, he said, ‘Look at this great 
city of Babylon! By my own mighty power, I have built this beautiful 
city as my royal residence to display my majestic splendor.’ 
31 “While these words were still in his mouth, a voice called down from 
heaven, ‘O King Nebuchadnezzar, this message is for you! You are no 
longer ruler of this kingdom. 32 You will be driven from human society. 
You will live in the fields with the wild animals, and you will eat grass 
like a cow. Seven periods of time will pass while you live this way, until 
you learn that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world and 
gives them to anyone he chooses.’ 
33 “That same hour the judgment was fulfilled, and Nebuchadnezzar 
was driven from human society. He ate grass like a cow, and he was 
drenched with the dew of heaven. He lived this way until his hair was as 
long as eagles’ feathers and his nails were like  
-Who he is now: 
34 “After this time had passed, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven. 
My sanity returned, and I praised and worshiped the Most High and 
honored the one who lives forever. 
His rule is everlasting, and his kingdom is eternal. 35 All the people of 
the earth are nothing compared to him. He does as he pleases among the 



angels of heaven and among the people of the earth. No one can stop 
him or say to him, ‘What do you mean by doing these things?’ 

36 “When my sanity returned to me, so did my honor and glory and 
kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored as 
head of my kingdom, with even greater honor than before. 
37 “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and glorify and honor the King of 
heaven. All his acts are just and true, and he is able to humble the 
proud.” 

Action Step 
• The Altar is open – the opportunity for a new story is available –  
• Let’s allow the Author of tomorrow to take control of the keyboard 

let Him write the final chapters of your life!


