
Sermon Notes August 2, 2026 
Baptism Sunday 

Romans 6 12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to 
sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument 
of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you 
were dead, but now you have new life. So, use your whole body as an 
instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer 
your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. 
Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 15 Well then, since 
God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on 
sinning? Of course not! 16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave 
of whatever you choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads 
to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living. 

2 Peter 1 3 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need 
for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know 
him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory 
and excellence.  

Romans 8 5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about 
sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about 
things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature control your 
mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life 
and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did 
obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still 
under the control of their sinful nature can never please God. 9 But you 
are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit 
if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those 
who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him 
at all.)  



Philippians 4 8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix 
your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and 
lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy 
of praise.  

Romans 12 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world but let 
God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. 
Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and 
pleasing and perfect. 

James 1 22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it 
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to 
the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 
You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.  

Ephesians 5 15 So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but 
like those who are wise. 16 Make the most of every opportunity in these 
evil days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly but understand what the Lord 
wants you to do. 

Action Steps 
• Have you repented of your sin and asked Jesus Christ to be your 

Savior? 
• Are you engaging in a spiritual walk with the Holy Spirit daily or 

are you still a Sunday Christian? 
• Are you engaging in your spiritual disciplines daily throughout the 

week?


