
Sermon Notes September 6, 2026 

Hebrews 10 35 Women received their loved ones back again from 
death. But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be 
set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection. 36 
Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others 
were chained in prisons. 37 Some died by stoning, some were sawed in 
half, and others were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing 
skins of sheep and goats, destitute and oppressed and mistreated. 38 
They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts and 
mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground. 39 All these people 
earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of them 
received all that God had promised. 40 For God had something better in 
mind for us, so that they would not reach perfection without us. 

Hebrews 12 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd 
of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us 
down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 
endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our 
eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. 
Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 3 
Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t 
become weary and give up. 4 After all, you have not yet given your lives 
in your struggle against sin. 

Colossians 1 15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He 
existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 
16 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and 
on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—
such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. 
Everything was created through him and for him. 17 He existed before 
anything else, and he holds all creation together. 18 Christ is also the 
head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over 
all who rise from the dead.  So he is first in everything. 19 For God in all 



his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God 
reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in 
heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 21 This 
includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, 
separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet now he has 
reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical 
body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are 
holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault. 

Matthew 13 18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the 
farmer planting seeds: 19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents 
those who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. 
Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in 
their hearts. 20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the 
message and immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they don’t 
have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they 
have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22 The seed 
that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all 
too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and 
the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good 
soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and 
produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as 
had been planted!” 

Action Steps 

• Have you confessed your sin, repented, and stepped into the new 
life Jesus came to bring us? 

• What is the enemy trying to use to distract you in your walk with 
Jesus – what is taking your eyes off Jesus?


